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** This is a great book in the tradition of its predecessors, Zhe Nazarene and The 
Apostle, and many will find it easier reading than either of these. Rooted in scholarship, 
in thorough absorption in place and period, this story of the Mother of Jesus succeeds in 
keeping Mary (or Miriam as she is called in the Hebrew tradition) at the core, the heart 
of the whole. We first meet her when Joseph, returning from the self-imposed exile his 
branch of the family endured, to Nazareth, seeking a wife from the House of David, meets 
her and asks her hand. Almost simultaneously there comes to her the revelation of the 
role she is chosen to play- and in very human terms, the challenge, the exaltation, the 
inevitable repercussions and attendant problems are presented. Joseph stands by his de- 
termination to make her his wife, and sees himself- for the period of her carrying the 
child destined to become the Messiah, as her protector and guardian. Then come the years 
of Jesus’ childhood, his place in the school, in the village, in the family; his first 
journey to Jerusalem where he accepts the mission that is to be his; his earthly father's 
death and his period of waiting for the voice in the wilderness. Finally, his brief 
months of fulfilling the pledge with its attendant sorrow, joy, acceptance, rejection - 

He: death and resurrection. But always the story is told in terms of Mary, his mother,end her 
maternal and human devotion is shown in conflict with her recognition of, the sacrifice she — 
must make in the cause of God and all humanity. A reverent handling of a great subject, ‘ 
with moments of inspiration, with close adherence to the main thread of the Gospel story, 
as well as selction from parts of the apocrypha. From the point of view of the ultimate 
reader, it is perhaps important for book sellers and librarians to know that,- first, this 
book reveals the deep roots of the Christian faith in Jewish tradition, and second, that- 
in the presentation of Jesus and Mary as integral members of a human family,- the book 
may cause controversy and rejection in certain fairly obvious quarters. But- as in the 
case of the earlier books- it will be a sure success, one of the predictable best sellers 
of the months ahead. Tie in with the other two, as The Nazarene and The Apostle come 
chronologically after Mary, for those who have not already discovered them for themselves. 
..- Tremendous backing of advertising and publicity will help launch a book that will go 
far on its own merits. A fine translation which reflects the sensitive oneness of theme 
and handling. (/“- /y | 




























A DARK HORSE 
October 31 


Wilson, Dorothy Clarke Westminster 
PRINCE OF EGYPT $3.50 


* An absorbing and fascinating book, which should be easy to sell to those who will 
be reading 7he Egyptian this Fall. Strange that the two books are so closely meshed, with- 
‘ out actually overlapping. Some may fear that the sales of Prince of Egypt will-be serious- 
ly hurt by the other book; personally, I found reading the story of that virtually legend- 
ary character Sinuhe, who comes at intervals into this story, gave me a background for 
deeper appreciation of the story of the youthful Moses, in Prince of Egypt. In both books, 
the rich tapestry of the background- Egypt at the height of its power - makes a compelling 
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demand on the reader's imagination, widening one’s sense of understanding ancient history- 
and in Prince of Egypt, Biblical history as well. The interpretation of Moses, the elabor- 
ation of the sketchily known facts of his life prior to the rescue of the Hebrews from the 
hands of the Egyptians, may be contested by those who are conventional and dogmatic in 
holding to the Old Testament outline. For most readers, however, a rereading of that part 
of the Old Testament which deals with the Egyptian captivity takes on fresh significance, 
the “miracles” which had seemed cruelty (though in a just cause) are credible, the transi- 
tion from the Moses found as a baby in the bullrushes, to the adult, taking on his shoul- 
ders the tragedy, the drama of his people, is here filled in with those years as a prince, 
ignorant of his parentage, his destiny, - a questioner, who cannot accept wholly the many 
gods of the Egyptian hierarchy, the searching for truth, the final acceptance of the role 
of a Hebrew, suffering as his people are suffering, under worse than slavery. A more 
mature book- and better written- than the Herdsman and The Brother, but with the same sense 
of recognition of the drama, the personalities behind the bare bones, and a spiritual in- 
terpretation that deepens the vital significance of her story. 


Names and Fames for a Comfortable Selling List 


A new, rather slight Mary Ellen Chase, THE PLUM TREE (Macmillan); a new Bemelmans, for his 
spectal audtence- THE EYE OF GOD (Viking); a comfortable novel of marriage, by John Sedges, 
THE LONG LOVE (John Day); and a second novel which we liked a lot, Harold Robbins’ THE 
DREAM MERCHANTS (Knopf), a book on which we’d like to place long odds. (Reports below) 
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September 9 


Allis, Marguerite . Putnam 
THE BRIDGE $3.00 


From the dockets of history somes the story of the years of planning, of fight- 
ing, politi¢ally and personally, to bring the Air Line Railroad, via a bridge, into being. 
Against this long struggle the fortunes of the Lords, of Middletown, and Hartford, are 
played out, for Hiram set himself against Lucius over the question of river versus land 
travel, and their feud affected both their families. For Sarah loved her cousin, Chapin, 
while her brother eloped with Chapin’s sister, Penny, and Hiram and Lucius each fought for 
the success of his project. Always hoping something would patch up the quarpel between 
their fathers, Sarah marries another, works under Clara Barton in the Red Cfoss in Washing- 
ton during the Civil War, and is finally united with the man she wants and both see the 
coming of the railroad and the dramatic reunion of Hiram and Lucius...Some thirty years of 
Connecticut's history for a substantial tale of period romance. 


September 12 





Kafka, John Coward, McCann 
SICILIAN STREET $2.75 


A strange little novel having to do with a Sicilian street in the slums of East 
Harlem and its ethnocentric members. Crammed with mythological lore and transplanted na- 
tionalism, this tale of Peri, daughter of the revered puppeteer, has an almost medieval 
atmosphere, with much drinking of wine and goat's milk and eating of pomegranates. Sileno 
di Enna, has 300 puppets representing the splendor of the Middle Ages,- kmights, ladies, 
dragons, suits of armor, and in each night's performance, he reenforces the link of these 
transplanted people with Sicily. Peri, anxious to Americanize her people, opens 4 drug~ 
store in the midst of their miniature homeland, and attempts to sell the puppets after her 
father's death, with the aid of George Northill, manager of 4 mortgage and loan depart- 
ment, with whom she has fallen in love. Before this is brought to pass, the Sicilian 
street delves into some weird, traumatic sacrificial rites, bonfires, dances and duels - 
and Peri slips into deep coma...Somehow, here's fantasy that never takes on the cloak of 
reality. 
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September 21 


» 
@ Odoevzev, Irene Pentheon 
ALL HOPE ABANDON $3.00 












A novel depicting life among the privileged classes through that era of Soviet 
Russia which ends with the capture of Berlin. There is,the precarious fame and luxury - 
then the constant fear of imprisonment or death, the warped human relationships. The 
story revolves around the poet Luganov, his wife Vera, a noted ballet dancer, and his 
lifelong friend and foster brother, Volkov, communist party member and Marshall of the 
Red Army. The story begins with the boyhood- then the Revolution where Volkov. rises high 
in the party, Luganov becomes one of the Soviet's foremost poets and marries Vera, only 
later to be betrayed by some alleged friends for a harmless epigram. Vera is tricked 
into giving further information and her career is ruined. And finally Volkov's loyalty 
to the party wins out over his loyalty to his friend and he has Luganov killed, only to 
face the realization after the capture of Berlin, that a summons to Moscow indicates that 
he, too, is doomed. The hopelessness of the vicious circle in which they live is well 
conveyed, and the story is holding reading. 














September 23. 






Bourne, Peter Putnam 
THE FLAMES OF EMPIRE $3.50 







Full bodied historical romance, in ea story which brackets a generation of unease 
in Mexico, beginning with the Mexican Wars which reached a measure of settlement with the 
defeat of Santa Anna, but left a scar of bitterness and hate against the United States, and 
ending with the death of the ill-starred Austrian: Emperor; Maximilian. The. story is told 
through the experiences of Martin Ravenel, whose life became strangely identified with Mex- 
ico's fate, from the time of his escape from the bloody Santa Anna, to whom his father's 
life was forfeit, solely because he was an American, to his long period of idealistic ser- 
vice in a futile cause, the chance of freedom for the Mexican peon. Martin learned to 

know and love the Mexicans through his guide, Mariano. later, when he was grown up, he 
planned to return to New Orleans to enlist in the forces of the Confederacy, from his ex- 
ile in England, and Sliddell commandeered his services as a diplomat in the cause of the 
Confederacy, in Paris, there to win the backing of the French, and if possible their inter- 
vention in Mexico in order to open up passage of arms. Martin, naively credulous of mo- 
tives, becomes a tool in the hands of cleverer plotters than he- and loses his heart to 

the sultry "Amanda Garnet", who turns out to be a Mexican spy, unalterably opposed to the 
foreign occupation of her native soil. She puts Mexico above her personal life- denies 

her own passions- betrays Martin again and again to block his operations- and only at the 
very close, when the full price is paid, acknowledges her love....The story is overcrowded, 
the canvas too broad, the emotions ‘too surface charged for reality; the characters are 
stock characters. But the author does succeed in taking the reader behind the scenes for 
the manipulation of the puppets of fortune. Not as freshly conceived a novel as his first, 
Drums of Destiny, though perhaps a better written book. 


























September 26 


Bloch-Michel, Jean a er ya. ire Pantheon 
THE WITNESS | | $2.50 


From France, the traditional roman d'anaiyse which pursues with classic severity 
ae and simplicity an act of cowardice, the inescapable guilt it propelled. Ina first person 
and nameless narrative, this returns in time to the incident when he witnessed his brother's 
drowning, and although he could not save Michel- he saved himself- for the years of guilt 
and obsessive remorse which followed. Finding a partial forgetfulness with Claude, whom 
he loved and married, he isolated himself from all other contacts with the world, even 
through the war- and the defeat- in which he participated with indifference. And with 
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Claude's arrest- as a member of the Resistance- by the Gestapo, there is the repeated pat- 
tern of passive evasion, and with her death the realization that he cannot escape the last 
witness of his default- himself... A confessional, with a delicacy which is relentless as 
well, this aligns itself with the work of the younger French writers of irrevocability~ 
Sartre, Camus. 


September 30 


Atkinson, Oriana Appleton-Century-Crofts 
BIG EYES $3.00 


A refreshingly funny - in a wry way - regional novel offers the original pic- 
ture of a girl who is the town's pariah and who, in spite of calumny, gossip and her own 
wilfulness, bests the worst of her detractors. For orphan Eysie early knows the way in 
which she can win - over her schoolmates, over adults, over local disdain,- and even when 
she pulls a boner, is able to offset any ostracism in her ability to retrieve her luck. 
Against the small Catskill community's love of scandal she carries on her affairs - with 
@ married man, a summer boarder, a boy about to be jilted - gets along with summer resi- 
dents and learns the value of antiques and historic houses, makes a go of a tavern to take 
care of the night life, and waits for the man she wants to marry. To get herself out of 
an impasse - her "bare dance” before a group of drunken townsmen - she marries half-wit 
Floyd (with a hunting license), establishes herself in his run-down museum of a home, 
takes on her adored Bo’s bastard son - and is ready to light out when Bo claims her... 
Not a story for permanent value, but one which - granting its amorality - has some roots 
in the section from which it derives. 


Liddell, Robert Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE LAST ENCHANTMENTS $2.75 


For all the social caricature here, there's a definite nostalgic fondness too, 
evoked by England's Christminster, the university city and the protected, intellectual 
world of those who lived there just before the war. Among them were Stephen and Andrew, 
who tells the story, brothers, students and young men of classical tastes. And in a 
barrage of rather nasty teatable chatter and conjecture, there was Mrs. Foyle, their neigh- 
bor, and the many speculations she provoked - of her dead husband, a Captain, rumored 
responsible for her deformity (the loss of her fingers and toes); of her daughter, Miranda, 
in the theatre and married to Sir Peter, and Mrs. Foyle's fictitious belief in her devo- 
tion; and finally Mrs. Foyle'’s decline, in health, in poverty, and Miranda's shameful aban- 
donment of her mother to the workhouse infirmary where she dies....An eccentric, cloistered 
world, cleverly and sentimentally recalled, this has its talents for a fairly special au- 
dience. 


Svevo, Italo New Directions 
AS A MAN GROWS OLDER $2.75 


A translation into English, by Beryl De Zoete, with an introduction by James 
Joyce’s brother, Stanislaus, and an essay on the author by Edouard Roditi <- this is herald- 
ed by quite a salvo of literary priase, of critical placement in Italian literature. Pub- 
lished in 1898, the second novel of writer unrecognized by his own people, this,as, Senilita, 
was in part memorized by Joyce, and by him called to the attention of French critics, and 
in the late °20's attained, with other of Svevo's works, a posthumous acclaim. It is a 
novel now that will have an audience among the literati cogniscent of Huropean influences, 
of the intelligentsia aware of the basic structure of modern writing, but which will not 
however have a wide audience among the mass reading public. The plot line is negligible - 
@ would-be writer, of weak, indecisive nature, Emilio Brentani, has a shabby affair, which 
he voluntarily glorifies, with a local whore and comes to grief, not only over her infidel- 
ities, but over his sister's fatal illness, and the realization of his own blindness. The 
characterizations are spare in contrast to the cerebrations which are many-shaded and much-~ 
examined - from Emilio and his painfully acute observattions, to Angiolina, his mistress, 
and her chameleon evasions, to his effacing sister, Amalia, and her unrequited love for 
the sculptor, Balli, who has an answer for everything, to a kind neighbor, an inquisitive 
friend, Angiolina'’s own mother and young sister, etc., etc. A book for the inner circle. 
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October 6 













Walker, Mildred Harcourt, Brace 


MEDICAL MEETING $3.00 







Not as overall good a book as her previous The Quarry (1947) but a return to the 
modern scene and the double interest of medical background for the questions of marital 
relationships. After a twelve year research, pursued in a tuberculosis sanitarium, Dr. 
Baker is ready to announce the results of the effect of his earth mold culture, microcydin, 
on patients with this disease, and takes his wife Liz to the Chicago Medical Meeting where 
he is to read his paper. This is the story of their stay there - the reunion with friends 
of internship days, the men and women and how the years have dealt with them and their 
marriages, the blasting of the Bakers* hopes of triumph when professional researchers pre- 
cede Baker with the work in similar fields and its results, the let-down of his paper and 
Liz* loss of faith when she learns her husband's mold, although it cured their daughter, 
was the cause of the girl’s deafness. Recalled to the sanitarium when the head collapses, 
the decision must be made whether to accept a job in research or to stay on in place of 

the departing head, and Liz finds her faith again while Dr. Baker finds the right answer. 
Filled with knowing touches, clear sidelights on human nature, and specific clinical de- 
tails, this provides far better than average reading for women readers. 















October 11 









Macmillan 


Chase, Mary Ellen 
THE PLUM TREE $2.00 











Emma Davis, head nurse in a home for aged (or as they prefer it "ageing") women, 
is the real heroine of a tender, compassionate story, a novelette rather than a novel. To 

ge Emma, the blossoming plum tree is a symbol of happiness that it is hard to credit on a 
day when three of her charges are being taken away to the State Hospital. But before the 
car arrives to remove them, Emma has found ways to make their last day a gracious and sa- 
tisfying one. To old Mrs. Rust, the good-for-nothing nephew is redeemed, recognized as a 
hero, and a cherished tea set is used for the first time in his honor; to Miss Tiddle and 
Mrs. Christianson, their delusions are set aside while they become important guests at the 
little tea party. And to the other people in the Home, an experience to be dreaded be- 
comes an alibi for a gala occasion. Mary Ellen Chase's devoted followers will welcome this 
tale for its charm, its mingling of humor and pathos, its graceful style. It is not an 
important milestone in her writing career. But it is a nice book for a plus sale. The 
setting? It might be anywhere. 



















/ October 13 


Lincoln, Victoria Rinehart 
CELIA AMBERLEY $3.00 


A quite different type of novel from FEBRUARY HILL, and in its way as perceptive, 
though perhaps not as unusual. This time thé focus is on the story of a girl growing up, 
@ girl well-born, but in early childhood profoundly affected by the disintegration of her 
parents’ marriage, the emotional repersussions which they thought they were sparing her. 
A contemporary novel, in that the whole of the action - if action it can be called - takes 
place in the quarter century preceding World War II. And yet the feeling of the background 
) takes on the color of a period novel, so sharply does the author etch the psychological 
. setting, the moods, points of view, the growing pains of the shift from a too-sheltered, 
almost a deprived childhood of the well-to-do, with inherited intolerances and prejudices, 
ake to an artificial adaptation to the freedoms of a world never quite Celia’s own. Her lone-~ 
liness, her frustrations, her clutchings at the trappings of popularity are superbly con- 
ceived - convincingly presented. A searching psychological novel directed toward the 
adolesonece of 4 girl much closer to the norm than the average heroine of modern novels. 
The setting is largely Rhode Island, with Philadelphia and Cambridge as periphery. 










‘ 
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October 34 


Boyd, Martin Dutton 
BRIDGET MALWYN $3.00 


This has some of the strengths and some of the weaknesses of Lucinda Brayford ~ 
and like that book, the first two thirds are better oriented than the last third. Again 
a story of @ woman- and of successive marriages. But where Lucinda seemed to achieve sta- 
ture and focus, after the disintegration of her first marriage, Bridget Malwyn degenerates 
steadily. Hers was an unhappy start, in her parentage, her seesaw from poverty to riches 
and back again to poverty. But basically, it was her lack of fundamental character that 
betrayed her, a lack that betrayed itself only when the four years of happiness in her 
first marriage, ended with her husband's death. Was it security she sought in her subse- 
quent marriages, - security for her children, first, security for social position, secord? 
She was uncertain herself of her motives. She destroyed what might have brought her hap- 
piness. Even her friendships rested on falsity. Through her story- not a pleasant one- 
the reader sees various levels of England's social life over two generations and a world 
war. The story ends- as it begins- in Ireland, and Bridget is living as Lady Malwyn, an 
empty life, with an empty title, in a hollow castle. 





October 17 


Robbins, Harold Knopf 
THE DREAM MERCHANTS $3.50 


* A second novel (Wever Love A Stranger-1948) which softens up as it shifts from 
organized city gambling to the motion picture industry, and does a high, wide, and human 
job on that bouncing baby of a business. Here, in the story of Johnny Edge who had the 
ideas, the initiative, the enthusiasm, and Peter Kessler- who backed him, is the history 
of a now you see it, now you don't enterprise- from the first promise of the nickelodeons 
in Rochester, to the making of shorts in New York City, the combine they bucked when they 
turned to six reelers, the forced exodus to California, the marriage of production and ex- 
hibition as they took over the theatres, the displacement with the talkies, and eventually 
the muscling in of Wall Street. And there's the story of Johnny himself, his love for 
Doris- Peter's daughter- which he closed off when he lost a leg in the war; his marriage 
to Dulcie- who could be found in anybody's bed; his attempts to cover for Mark- Peter's 
son- which almost broke the friendship; and finally Peter's death which returned him to 
Doris... A long book, which never loses its hold on the rollercoaster momentum of this 
business, the energy, the excitement, the lure of the fast buck, the sometimes smart- 
sometimes sucker practises, and some of the good guys that went along with it. 


Gstober-27 
Nout Wer U 
Bates, H.E. Little, Brown (A.M.P.) / 
DEAR LIFE $2.00 


A short novel, or more properly a long short story ,which is. a concentrated ,spare 
study of fear and a young girl's futile flight from fear in a world overcast by the ef- 
fects of the war. Laura, seventeen, lives in a basement room on a London street with her 
mother and Oakley whom she had married when Laura's father was killed in a bombing, with 
halfwitted Uncle Cupid knitting away "for dear life", with all their ceaseless, nervous 
nagging and with the odor of grease and the gas ring. To escape the basement room, symp- 


tom of the bombed and derelict street, and the booming kindliness of Mr. Steerson for whom 


she works, Laura takes up with Clay, a Canadian veteran, witnesses his senseless killing 
of Oakley, his further acts of violence until he is shot down before her eyes... Not for 
the wider audience he has reached, but a quiet and effective portrayal of the deadened 


hangover of war, its victims bred to brutality. 





August 15, 1349 fiction 
October 18 /'/ | 


Ghose, Sudhin N. Macmillan 
AND GAZELLES LEAPING $3.50 


Another of those books that mke it difficult for the reader to decide if it is 
adult or juvenile. Its subject mtter seems definitely juvenile;:- the rather pixie de- 
velopment of a little Indian growing up in a kindergarten near Caloutta - and his anthro- 
pomorphic love for a beguiling under-sized elephant named Mohan, his compatability with 
the peacocks and monkeys in the grove, his battle with a group of juvenile delinquents 
who wish to carry him off and make a little girl out of him... But there are also adult 
visits to the bookbinder and philosophical meanderings, fable telling, emphasis on morals, 
mores and the proper code of ethics to be followed by well-brought-up Indian children. 
There are charming Milne-ish bits here and there - and a serenity that is reminiscent of 
The Secret Garden. Poetry in both the original and translation- and interesting white on 
black illustrations by Shrimati Arnakali E. Carlile, add flavor to the text. 


October 20 


Sedges, John John Day 
THE LONG LOVE $3.00 


This should prove a very popular book with the conservative reader who is de- 
manding a story with sound principles, who likes faintly nostalgic background details. 
Frankly, I felt this an oddly old fashioned story of a marriage - which in the course of 
its pages recaptures the portrait of a period, an attitude towards marriage, towards life 
in general. “Edward Haslatt was a young man both intelligent and cautious.” This is the 
first sentence of the book and it sets the key to the whole story. Edward marries Mar- 
garet Seaton, who is socially above him; he learns to accept what she brings to the marr- 


iage; and eventually he learns- through the difficult hard way of what might have been a 
threat to that marriage - the ways in which he fails her. The knowledge is there and 
governs their later years, though Edward never wholly overcomes his “caution"®. Caution 
in'self expression; caution in generosity of giving. His one grave venture comes when 

he publishes Lewis Harrow, and that story recalls- at various points- the story of Thomas 
Wolfe. The eventual marriage of Lewis to Haslatt's daughter is perhaps symbolic of his 
worship of Haslatt's wife, and never quite rings true. The pattern of the whole story is 
embroidered with punctiliously catalogued details of the half century, roughly speaking, 
that the story spans, and much of its appeal will lie in that accuracy of portrayal which 
gives the reader in middle life a sense of recognition. Now- three weeks after reading 
the proofs, we have news that this is to be November Literary Guild selection. And the 
grapevine hints at the identity of the author, for John Sedges has long been known to be 
@ pseudonym. Remember the memorable The Townsman? Too gocd a book to be forgotten. 
Viewing the two books, my hunoh is that “John Sedges" may cloak a collaboration. 


Kimbrough, Edward Rinehart 
THE SECRET PILGRIM $3.00 


Of the small Mississippi town of Argo and the life-long bitterness Jay Fleming 
held for Kinsman Todd, a bitterness which grew into a hatred so mad that violence was its 
only ending. For Kinsman, favored in family, looks, character, was all that Jay was not, 
was adored by Jay's own father, and achieved with ease what Jay could not by work or 
trickery. But Kinsman had his own defeats; he lost his best friend in World War I; he 
was to wait for years for the woman he loved, loyal and independent Bart, and for the 
publication of the book he wrote; he was to know the burden of a loveless marriage and the 
tragedy of the death of his son. Jay lost his first wife through the flagellations of his 
bitter dreams and married Bart's daughter to further them; through his own vicious cupid- 
ity almost ruined his own ambitions so that it was on Kinsman he turned. A sober novel 
of interwoven lives, of bonds stronger than those of love, of character producing its own 
fate - this is for the follower of psychological patternings. 
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October 20 


Upson, William Hazlett Rinehart 
HELLO, MR. HENDERSON $2.75 


More stories of the perennial Earthworm Tractor Company, these are largely con- 
cerned with the trials and tribulations of Henderson, the sales manager, the frantic calls 
he receives that start the wheels moving too slowly to keep out of trouble. Here are com- 
petitive demonstrations, one with an elephant; tractors stuck in mud, in lakes and swim- 
ming pools the country over. An old lady demands a beautiful and expensive car made out 
or a tractor chassis. The wizard mechanic Joe Mullin seemed slow and stupid but could 
cope with an emergency. The inimitable Gladwin Piper, bane of Mr. Henderson's existence, 
kept turning up when least wanted, had a difficulty to block every solution, wrecked in- 
numerable tractors, and did everything wrong but managed to reach a right conclusion. 

For an established market. 


October 27 


Thompson, Morton Doubleday 
THE CRY AND THE COVENANT $3.50 


A skillful, illuminating and dramatic fictional biography dealing with the tra- 
gic 19th century Hungarian, Dr. Semmelweis, a humanitarian who discovered the cause of 
puerperal fever and devoted his entire energies to making his discovery known and accept- 
ed. While working in the midwifery division of the Vienna hospitel, Semmelweis is dis- 
mayed at the number of women who die horribly of the fever, and spends months dissecting 
cadavers infected by the fever. Not until his partner cuts himself with a dissecting 
knife and dies of the same fever, does Semmelweis recognize the cause in unsanitary con- 
ditions. Bucking medical politics and its conservative strength, Semmelweis orders his 
assistants and midwives to wash their hands before making vaginal examinations. The fever 
practically disappears for a time, until the conservative element forces Semmelweis out 
of Vienna- and the old conditions prevail and the fever rages again. Returning to his 
native Hungary, Semmelweis experiments in a small backward hospital, achieves almost per- 
fect results, writes articles for medieval journals and a book to which the medical pro- 
fession pays no attention. Totally frustrated, Semmelweis finally goes insane... .Though 
occasionally sentimental, this has excellent dramatic qualities and a sense of struggle. 
If given a sympathetic send off, it might build up a good sale. 


2$ 

October ? 
Bemelmans, Ludwig Viking 
THE EYE OF GOD $3.00 


Ludwig Bemelmans rarely writes a novel that conforms to any pattern and this is 
no exception. The slender thread of plot, if such it can be termed, deals with the ro-~- 
mance of the innkeeper'’s son and the orphan girl, foster daughter of the rival inn keeper, 
and virtually a serving wench. Actually, the village and its people provide their own 
opera~bouffe, complete with gay and colorful stage sets,- a Tyrolean background, ea village 
square, two inns, the one a simple guest house, the other, pretentious end playing up to 
hordes of skiiers: and the villagers, some playing major parts on his stage set, others 
serving as chorus. One can virtually see the whole acted out on the stage. The period 
encompasses the Second World War, with the Anschluss, the occupation, the transformation 
of the inns into hostels for wounded officers and heroes, of the Convent into an army 
hospital, of the people into naive Nazis and silent objectors. The innkeeper, Arbo- 
gast Tannegg, escapes to his mountain retreat to avoid committing himself. Then retreat 
and defeat - Tannegg achieves the rescue of his son - the French come and there are new 
armies of occupation; there are women of mystery and rich industrialists, yes, even the 
Jewish banker who has managed to buy his security with money and lies. There’s humor- 
and satire- and one is never quite sure on which side Bemelmans takes his stand. But it 
is a wholly Bemelmans” production, from endpapers to endpapers. 
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September 9 “ 












Simon & Schuster 


Kane, Henry 
HANG BY YOUR NECK $2.00 / 








That slick operator, Peter Chambers, proving that a private richard can, in 
spite of police interference, outthink and outsmart New York's finest. Refusing %o be- 
lieve his old friend, the Mick, is a murderer, Chambers manages to stick out his neck to 
prove his innocence, and to clear up two more killings, all stemming from the past person- 
al history of the dead, vicious blonde. Fast on the finesse if rough in the clinches. 











September 30 












Heard, H. F. Vanguard 


THE NOTCHED HAIR-PIN $2.50 





Mycroft's precious rhetoric to prove a presumable suicide is murder. Mr. M., ac- 
companied by argumentative Silohester, in renting a house, displays his knowledge of the 
finer points of history, literature, art and human nature, while tracing the killer. A 
twin house, a spring, an old, old hair-pin, a passage in the classics, and the unrelenting 
observance of a neighbor add up to the concealing of a crime. Sedentary cerebration. 











October 6 










Doubleday 
THE MARCH HARE MURDERS $2.25 





Ferrars, E. X. 










David Obeney, recuperating after a mental illness, arrives at his sister's home 
in England in time to be the “goat" of a plot to get rid of Verinder, unpopular, unfaith- 
ful husband, and involved in smuggling first editions out of the country. A house burns, 
e revolver disappears, blackmail is attempted, two are murdered and one suicides before 
David is completely exonerated. Satisfactory suspense. 



















October 13 


MacDonald, William Colt Doubleday 
GUNSIGHT RANGE $2.50 


A thriller. Gregory Quist, railroad detective, finds it uneasy going in Texas 
when he backtracks on an old murder, for all are hostile to exposing the Hamiltons to any 
suspicion. Quist is shot at, threatened; there is another killing, and both are solved 
to everyone's satisfaction. Right in there with the action and suspense. 


October 21 \ 


Miller, Wade Farrar, Straus 
DEVIL ON TWO STICKS $2.50 \ 


Man-hunt from the other side of the fence, for this time it is the racketeers - 
in gambling, liquor, women, and maybe drugs - who are avid to find the spy in their midst, 
the attorney-general's agent on their payroll who is working against them. And it is up 
to trusted Steve Beck %o protect his boss’ interests, to knock off those whom he suspects, 
to prove his own honesty, and to take it on the chin when love, as well as the truth comes 
@long. As a solo California crime wave, Beck beats it out the hard way. 


October 24 


ae Brown, Fredric Dutton 
WHAT MAD UNIVERSE $2.50 - 


The misfiring of a rocket to the moon knocks Keith Winton sideways in time, into 
another universe, similar to and very different from his own. He finds the earth at war 
with the Arcturieans with the safety of the solar system in danger, is suspected of being 
& spy, is advised by the mechanical master mind, and makes his way, a hero, back to his 
own world. Science fantasy of the super-comic type. 
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October 14 


Costain, Thomas B, Doubleday 
THE CONQUERORS $3.00 


An exhaustive and scholarly and eminently readable study of the period of the 
Norman Conquest in England, but scarcely a book destined for popular consumption by the 
predictable Costain fiction audience. His name will carry it farther than the topic would 
indicate, in all probability. But the lively interest in that period is a moot question. 
Even in Costain's able hands the vigorous handling of the background of life and thought 
occasionally bogs down in the necessarily detailed record of successive rulers, men of 
their period and representative of its best and its worst characteristics. He starts with 
the triangular struggle for supremacy, as Harold, chosen ruler, defeated the Norwegians, 
and was in turn defeated by the Normans, under William. Then follows William's long rule, 
characterized by his autocracy, his determination- by fair means and foul- to eradicate 
any glimmer of revolt, his cruelty, his violence, his constructive contribution to the 
conquered land in the survey of holdings, which came to be known as the Domesday Book. His 
successors - in contrast - made small contribution, but the overall picture of the period 
which blended the virtues- and the vices - of Anglo-Saxon and Normen- gives an enriched 
understanding of a period of which extraordinarily little has been known... .The Market? Per- 
haps some of that perennial market of Davis' Life on a edieval Barony; certainly some 
of those who read Costain for his richly tapestried backgrounds; students of the period and 
those who would know more of the fibre that makes up the stalwart, contradictory Britishers. 


Octebexr—19 Nev. B.O.M , 
n/y 
Roosevelt, Eleanor Harper 
THIS I REMEMBER $5700 
4,50 - 
* This carries on the autobiography begun in 7his Is My Story, published in 1937, 
and carrying her life up to her husband's election as Governor of New York. There has 
been eager curiosity- and some concern- about the possible revelations this second volume 
(which ends with his death) might make. Reading the script convinces this reader, at least, 
that its popularity will rest, not on such revelations (for actually there are none of any- 
thing other than human values }- but on the sheer simplicity and bigness of the woman her- 
self. Even her detractors, if they approach the book objectively, will have to confess 
that many of the fantastic criticisms to which she has been subjected collapse before the 
honest analysis of her relations to her job as the wife of a president who was wmable to 
cover all the areas of human contact his role dictated. Mrs. Roosevelt, without too ob- 
viously setting herself the task of correcting misapprehensions, almost naively reveals 
the reasons for her incessant journeyings- and what they achieved; the fundamental needs 
in herself for her numerous activities- and the use to which the financial returns were 
put; her official duties as President's wife, White House hostess, wife, mother, and a 
woman in her own right. One sees her as a very great, very simple person, living in keen 
awareness of the demands made upon her and the importance of meeting them, no matter what 
interpretation they might be subjected to. It is in these roles that she presents herself 
in the pages of this book. Inevitably, the President himself is integral to the whole 
pattern of her life. She sees herself as sometimes his sounding board; as often in the 
position of presenting the opposition; as eyes and ears and legs- a good reporter. But 
she denies any feeling that she affected his thinking, his actions. She widerstood him 
profoundly, and interprets much that is puzzling to those with whom he came in contact. 
She is honest, frequently, as to her personal reactions to some in high places; as to 
her disappointments at some of the decisions made, the compromises necessitated. She 
takes one behind the scenes on a personal level- but never does she reveal state secrets, 
rather does she interpret the moods, the circumstances, the personalities. A very human, 
an unpretentiously humble document in the story of our First Iady during 12 vital years. 
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October 24 




































Smith, Lillian Norton 
ay KILLERS OF THE DREAM $3.00 


* The dream is the dream of freedom- and man has himself been the killer of the 
dream. In this overwhelmingly and challengingly honest book, Lillian Smith has explored 
the mind of the South, and muoh of what she has found is true in varying degrees of the 
North as well. But where the North has perhaps acquired attitudes, the South finds them 
rooted deeply in hidebound tradition, in fears and insecurities, in passions and hates 
that a cruel war and its aftermath fixed upon an entire region. The book is somewhat 
autobiographical; frequently psychoanalytical; always courageous, even on that difficult 
ground of hurting those one loves. She has explored causes behind the walls of custom, 
of good taste, of evasions. She has dared to look into the poverty making pattern of 
southern life and beliefs and boasts, into religion, into social customs, into economic 
factors. She sees close links between the South's attitudes towards sin, sex and segre- 
gation. She states the precepts on which she was nurtured- and examines their fallacies. 
She quotes the alibis the Southerner uses - the cliches that have come to be accepted as 
truths - the false premises on which foundations rest. And she leaves not one brick upon 
another. She sees human dignity as the essence of free men's belief about themselves, 
and demands that we accept four cornerstones- dignity, freedom, acceptance, growth- rather 
than the false face of equality- and that we rebuild on these. She points out the dangers 
in Communism, the falseness of their offer of acceptance, at a price too high to pay. In 
@® world that is a cyclorama of errors, we have almost lost the free man; liberals are 
destroying each other; in America we have profound cleavage in our culture and in our 
people., With the atom bomb, the ultimate in evil has been found; we must find in this 
atomic age, the ultimate in good. To this end- three bases of human conduct:- what we 
want, what is right, what survival requires of us. And the first is the hardest to 
achieve. Her credo- her “world view" - is one most of us would accept, but too few would 

ee fight to insure....The book is exciting and stimulating and challenging reading. More 
concrete human illustrations of the points she makes would have made it more readable for 
the average reader. More expansion of the too brief space given to the strides that the 
few who dared in the South were making would perhaps hearten those few to continue their 
fight- and others to join them. But implicit throughout the book is the demand that each 
one of us must link responsibility with freedom, if we too would not be “killers of the 
dream". The time is NOW... A book for all who are concerned with the future, rather than 
the past. The psychological foundations are explored of those conditions which produced 
Strange Fruit. For those to whom Strange Fruit was more of a message than a story, this 
book is must reading. 


Wide Choice For Easy Selling 


The best assortment of better than average good bets that we've had in many a 
month. This augurs well for a better Fall season. There's a new John Mason Brown for 
his Loyal audience, MORNING FACES (Whittlesey); a popular item in Paul de Krutf's LIFE 
AMONG THE DOCTORS (Harcourt); a delightful though possibly minor book by one of my fav- 
orite authors, Donald Culross Peattie, AMERICAW HEARTWOOD (Houghton); and - sure fire 
for his fans, WE WENT THATAWAY by #. Allen Smith (Doubleday). More exciting than pre- 
dictables , in our estimation, are the dark horse possibilities- challenge to booksellers 
and librarians to make a place for them. There's a@ unique biography by Shirley Graham, 
YOUR MOST HUMBLE SERVANT (Messner); there's a good sea adventure by John Caldwell, 
DESPERATE VOYAGE (Little, Brown); and there's another top drawer personal ‘story tn FOR 
HEAVEN'S SAKE by Hannah Smith (Atlantic Monthly). And don’t overlook your ‘special mar- 

@ = et for THE PHILOSOPHY OF CIVILIZATION by Albert W. Schweitzer (Macmillan). Reports 
follow. 
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@ September 1 
Michaels, Ralph & Goren, Charles H. Pellegrini & Cudahy 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF CANASTA $1.75 


This is the third (so far as we know) book on the popular new form of gin rummy, 
and is more extensive in its coverage than the best selling Washburn title. Miahaels 
brought the game to the United States from the Argentine, and in this volume has combined 
@ meticulously careful analysis of the play, the score, the variations, with a section 
on strategy, a digest of the Official Rules, a question and answer section, and instruc- 
tions on running tournaments, For the experienced player rather than the novice. 


September 7 


Brown, John Mason Whittlesey House 
MORNING FACES $2.50 


A father’s book - mothers and daughters are practically ignored - which, how-~ 
ever may attach itself more to the distaff side because of the author’s platform appear- 
ances and his too perceptive appreciation of the fleeting, disarming appeal of small fry. 
To counterbalance there is more than a suspicion of the strong-arm, of broad humor, of 
the pitfalls of adult-youth relationships, of a real feeling for the upbringing of two 
sons. The sentiment of paterfamilias has an overlay not only of nostalgia but of the onus 
of child into unpredictable boy, of the gay to embarassing situations they can foment, of 
the vicissitudes of father-son-family-society time marches on episodes. Take a birthday 
party, fishing, a visit from a family friend and her daughter, a visit to the school, a 

@ Hamlet matinee, a report from a summer landlady (a la camp report on @ son) on a parent, 
a day trip to the country, observation at a dancing class, sickness, Sunday afternoon in 
New York City and the Metropolitan Museum, unanswerable questions- and impossible answers-, 
the telephone, the knowledge of death, a trip out west,- and departure for boarding school 
- these all and/or in part every family knows and cannot help but appreciate. For Brown's 
Civilized, rational approach has its chuckles, its wariness of dictatorial know-how, its 
apology for the soft edges that cannot be denied. A thoroughly enjoyable family book, 
familiar to those who have followed his Seeing ig section in The Saturday Beview of 
Literature, @ new delight for those who have not. .. There are light-fingered sketches 
by Susanne Suba, in black and white. 


September 9 





Reel, A. Frank Univ. of Chicago Press 
THE CASE OF GENERAL YAMASHITA $4.00 











Yamashita, “Tiger of Malaya” and General of the Japanese Imperial forces at the 
time of the surrender in the Philippines, was tried, convicted and hung by a Military Com- 
mission of the U.S. Army. This is a dissenting opinion by one of the defense attorneys, 
who feels that the defense wes not given time to prepare an adequate case, and that the 
trial was. colored by desire ‘for revenge. The legal arguments are detailed in conscien- 
tious manner by the author, ‘who manages to present the defense picture withoyt the excess- 
ive personal prejudice that his growing attachment to Yamashita might have indicated. 

Both majority and dissenting opinions of the Court are attached. Good reading for that 
special audience that has more than academic interest in preserving the legal foundations 
of our democracy. 










September 12 






Nicholas, Edward Wa, Sloane 
THE HOURS AND THE AGES $3.50 






Subtitled "A Sequence of Americans", this highlights individuals who typified 
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certain trends and developments of America's creative energies from the mid 18th century 
to the middle of the 19th. Mr. Nicholas' philosophy of history, implicit here, is that 
creative energy receives its expression through individuals, and yet through the course 
of history it is something above and beyond them. He takes for his study Elizabeth Lucas 
Pinckney, who managed her father's Carolina plantations; George Whitefield, revivalist 
awakener; the Rev. Charles Chauncy whose theories gave birth to Unitarianism; often mis- 
understood Thomas Hutchinson, Massachusetts governor; Sam Adams, political boss and rabble 
rouser; the great democratic statesman, Thomas Jefferson; fighting man and democrat, 
Andrew Jackson; the transcendentalist, Margaret Fuller; imperialists and republicans, 
Senator Thomas Benton, his daughter Jessie, his son-in-law John Fremont, esjzlorer and 
dreamer. A somewhat different slant on history and trends of the century covered- and 


good reading. 
September 14 


Powel, Harford Vanguard 
GOOD JOBS FOR GOOD GIRLS $2.50 


Intended as comic relief for those who are surfeited with the pull-yourself-up- 
by-your-own-bootstraps school of vocational advice, this is frankly dedicated to the in- 
terests of those who feel “It is better to marry than to earn”.... The pros and cons, the 
wherefores and how-tos, of progress from hiring to acquiring your man in a round dozen of 
careers open to those with career-matrimony as a goal. Often forced humor. 


Headstrom, Richard Washburn 
BIRDS' NESTS: A Field Guide $2.75 


I've felt that just such a field book has been needed for sometime, and this 
comes close to meeting that need. It misses it only by rather casual bypassing of iden- 
tification through eggs, but if this guide is used in conjunction with say Roger Peterson 
or the Audubon guide, identification should be complete- nest-eggs- bird. Headstrom is 
assuming, here, that the nests are identified after the birds have abandoned them- and 
suggests this as a Winter field project. Many of the photographs in the last section of 
the book, however, show eggs in nests - but the tie up is not made with the text. The in- 
dex indicates the idea behind the order, and an introductory section tells how to use the 
book. Nests on or in the ground, in woods, in marshes, along shore, in burrows, among 
rocks; Nests above ground - and their variations of position and materials; Nests in holes; 
Nests in or about buildings. There is cross indexing, so that the inquiring can look up 
the bird by name, and so identify the type of nest. A useful addition to the nature shelf. 


September 15 


Davis, Henry P.- 4d. Stackpole & Heck 
THE MODERN DOG ENCYCLOPEDIA $10.00 


An excellent reference book, for all sorts of information, collected from ex- 
perts and dependable sources, on all matters canine. The material is handled with care- 
ful organization: - a general section on the history of the dog, activities of the dog, 
and the dog in sport, hunting, trials, racing, and show, is followed by classification 
by breeds recognized officially by the AKC; the next two sections have to do with the 
physical and mental health of the dog, feeding, kenneling, and choosing a dog, (there's 
an excellent inclusion on the dog and the law), and the training, handling and grooming, 
the various clubs, books, registers, magazines, etc., etc. There is an appendix of rules 
for trials and standards and an index. For an overall picture of dogdom this should fill 
& need, answered heretofor by special issues of magazines or club publications. Over 
600 pages and abundantly illustrated. 





























August 15, 1949 Non-fiction 4h gn 
\ , 

Rex, Stella Hay : yer Ziff-Davis 

PRACTICAL HOOKED RUGS $2.95 


A how to do book, virtually a text book based on years of teaching =< and an ex- 
cellent book to include in a list of aids for home industries. From childhood, Stella Hay 
Rex has been steeped in the subject; she learned from her mother's originality in design, 
craftsmanship, resourcefulness, and she passes on that knowledge here. She discusses 
equipment, techniques, choice of patterns, materials, colors, dyeing, tricks and trade 
secrets, how to apply the designs. There's a chapter on antique rugs and one on care and 
cleaning. 54 drawings and photographs. 


September 16 


Graham, Shirley Messner 
YOUR MOST HUMBIZ SERVANT $3.00 


* Recommend this as revealing and fascinating biography of a figure in American 
history and the annals of science, a man whose name deserves wide recognition, Benjamin 
Banneker, free Negro. Shirley Graham has used the available source material judiciousdy,. 
expanding within the limitations of the period and her deep and sympathetic understanding 
of her subject. Banneker held a wmique position even in days when the color lines were 
not so sharply drawn in his native Maryland. His mother, daughter of a white bond woman 
who had served her term, and the Negro alave she had bought and freed, married in her turn 
another black man, and bore his children and insured their freedom and their land holdings. 
The Bannekers won the respect of the neighbors by their sound farming practices. Young 
Ben, taught by his grandmother to read, was prize pupil in the first regional school, 
established by a good Quaker. A bitter experience on his first exposure to discrimination 
because of color was almost offset by the challenge to his mind and heart given by a 
brilliant and gifted Jew who started him on the path of scientific research. From then 
on, Ben, through his own efforts and the enthusiastic cooperation of new neighbors, the 
Ellicotts, forged ahead; he became renowned as a clock maker, he published one of the 
earliest accurate almanacs, he built a reputation as an astronomer and mathematician- 
and, crowning achievement, he alone was able to put Major L'Enfant'’s plans for the infant 
city of Washington into operation. ‘In sharp contrast with his achievements was his long 
battle for the real freedom of his race, and his personal story, with its ill-starred 
romance. Dramatic treatment of a rewarding subject, this is a book to call to attention 
of readers who might too easily bypass it. Shirley Graham won the award for the best 
book combatting racial intolerance in her life of Douglass, There Was Once a Slave. 


September 19 


Emrich, Duncan Vi 
IT'S AN OLD WILD WEST CUSTOM 3.00 


A compendium of past and present information about the West which ranges from 
geography and Indians. to superstitions and songs. This is an entertaining skimming of the 
highlights of the names and places, mines and people, of the glory and decline of the 
towns, of the saloons and gambling, of rugged horse play, of the girls and the famous 
madem's, of individual and gang violence and lawlessness, of religion and its persons, of 
the colorful language and the regional food, of cattle brands and tall tales. A chatty 
companion book for anyone interested in the background of western lore and distinctive 


western customs. 
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Pitkin, Walter B. Ziff-Davis 
ROAD TO A RICHER LIFE $3.00 


This is written out of the philosophy of seventy years of life richly savored. 
It is less concrete than some of his earlier books, directed more to the thinking rather 
than the doing of his audience. He claims there are three ways to enrich life:- master 
the world of molecules, master the nature of man, master one's own self. He urges ex- 
panding the use of the equipment with which you are endowed, know your own capacities and 
energies and conserve them within their bounds, expose yourself to experience, be sure of 
your likes and dislikes and why, acquire the perspective of the larger view and through- 
out keep your rules flexible and study the other fellow's problems as well as your own. 
No pleasure should be sought for its own sake alone. Avoid the diseases of boredom, ease, 
excessive rest. let your reach exceed your grasp. Some will charge him with marshalling 
only the obvious, with being bromidic - but he has a faculty for reaching the masses. 


September 26 


Chevalier, Maurice Crowell 
THE MAN IN THE STRAW HAT $3.50 


The life story of an internationally famous entertainer, who knew poverty in 
Paris, a career without any coaching and the long, hard way up the ladder. For Chevalier 
came from a family of artisans who had no connection with art or music, but he soon learned 
that he was not destined for any apprenticeship, that the step from his first love, acro- 
batics, was a short one to the world of cafes, music halls, and eventually msical reviews. 
This tells of the origins of his act, of the changes it underwent, of the simple facts of 
projection, taste, techniques he learned only through trial and error; it tells too of his 
devotion to his Mamma, the various romantic attachments in his life, the effect of World 
War I on his career, and the devastating collapse brought about by his nervous breakdown. 
Then the climb up, the Hollywood merry-go-round, and another downswing with the coming 
of World War II and the rumors of his collaboration with the Nazis. Here is his denial 
and his official clearing, and the current return to his career. Not important, but a 
readable account of hard-won success which has an appeal for movie, theater and trans- 
oceanic entertainment followers. Photographs. 


September 28 


Baker, Richard St. Barbe A. A. Wyn 
GREEN GLORY - $3.50 


A passionate, despairing cry for the conservation of our forests and trees 
throughout the world by a world student of the disasters caused by exploitation, waste 
end ignorance. He tells of wonder trees, of dust bowls, of the redemptive possibilities 
of silviculture, of the place of forests and trees in national as well as global econony, 
and he makes his point that men and trees live or die together through history and pre- 
sent times. He covers forestry matters throughout the world - what has happened to a 
country's forests, what is happening now and what the prospects for the future are - he 
shows the destruction of vast wealth in forests, and, where available, how controls 
and reclamation are working. A book for every conservation-minded reader, active groups 
and forestry students. Introduction by Howard Spring. Illus. photographs. 


_ 


October I ve 


Flexner, Marion Franklin Watts 
OUT OF KENTUCKY KITCHENS : $2.95 


@ 
* This is the sort of cookbook one wants to have at hand in the kitchen when 
the urge to throw a big party and have something people will talk about, overcomes one. 
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I've used lots of Marion Flexer's recipes from her Dixie Dishes + and usually they turn 
out to be conversaion pieces and grand eating as well. She's learned a lot about present- 
- ing her facts and it shows in this book. Her ingredients are carefully listed; the order 

@ of procedure is sound - with no afterthoughts; she indicates, in most cases, the number of 
servings (often differing sharply with the people who were originally responsible for the 
recipes), And-a factor too often ignored in cookbooks » 8he tells how long it will take 
before certain changes take place in cooking. (Well, I remember the time I made up my 
mind to use an oversupply of tomatoes for chili sauce- and labored far into the night 
because I assumed minutes were involved, when it wes actually hours), No such gambles 
discernible here. There are delectable recipes throughout- not as an all-encompassing 
cookbook, but one that provides sufficient variety for the housewife who wants new (old 
and traditional, perhaps, but new to her) dishes, from "sippages" through soups, fish, 
etc. etc. to cakes, cookies and candies, preserves and pickles. Throughout there are 
Side notes on people and places, often with a nostalgic effect if you know your Kentucky. 
There are amusing and characteristic side remarks- the author speaking. There are valuable 
hints on the fine art of being a good cook. A book to read- as well as to put to use. 
Mrs. Flexner has made a name for herself wherever gourmets gather to discuss famous cooks. 
And Duncan Hines endorsement will introduce her to many who might not qualify at those 
select gatherings. 





































Kaufmann, Helen L. Grosset & Dunlap 
THE LITTIE HISTORY OF MUSIC $ .65 


As a reference book, this serves its purpose admirably, and an immense amount 
L of information is packed into its pages, without giving the impression of a text book or 4 
dictionary of music. But for reading pleasure, the type is small and wprepossessing. 
The history goes back to the music of antiquity, through the polyphonic music of 1300's 
: and 1400's, to the rise of oratorio and opera and the improvement of musical instruments. 
@ Then the years of Bach and Handel, Haydn and Mozart, Beethoven, the Romanticists, Wagner- 
and so to the moderns. Necessarily superficial and picking the highlights, the book does 
succeed in giving one a feel of the flow of history, the trends, moods and expression 
in the men who epitomized their periods. 


October 4 


Schweitzer, Albert W. Macmillan 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF CIVILIZATION $5.00 


With Dr. Schweitzer building up an enthusiastic following, the publication of 
this in America in a one volume edition, will prove a provocative challenge to the more 
serious among these readers. A brilliant and learned appraisal of the failure of present 
day philosophy to vitalize and spiritualize our civilization and a review of the world 
view and ethics of ancient philosophies, from the Greco-Roman to the moderns. Schweitzer 
believes that our civilization lacks an ethical principle, that man has lost his freedom 
through specialization and over organization of our society, and lost too his power of 
concentration and ability to think- and he presents his ideas on restoration of civilization. 
The second section deals with religious and philosophic world views, starting with the 
ethics of Socrates, Epicurus, Plato, Aristotle, Epictetus, Marcus Aurelius, going on to 
the philosophies of the Renaissance and post-Renaissance periods, the age of rationalism, 
with Kant, Spinoza, Fichte, Goethe, Hegel, etc., to the later utilitarian, biological and 
sociological ethics. He closes with the western struggle for a world-view, and the task 
of our generation to reach a truer and more serviceable basis. Not for a quick-see! 

“ ore 
Octeber5. js - | Up d 
Cr A 
@ Dabney, Thomas Ewing wal dU / Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE MAN WHO BOUGHT THE \ $2.75 


The biography of Conrad Nicholson Hilton, the wonder man of hotel business, tells 
a story of special appeal for business men and hotel people. Now operating 16 hotels 
in 12 cities, Puerto Rico and Mexico, his career started in New Mexico, where politics, 
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banking and assorted other activities first claimed him, and in Texas where he found hotel 
business his life's work. His sharp trading, bluff and persistence, his original and 
overwhelming manner in handling financial transactions brought him a full quota of ups 

and downs, eventually led to the purchase of the Plaza, along with the Roosevelt, in New 
York, the Mayflower in Washington and other hostelries of note. An interesting side- 


light on big business in a specialized field. 


October i re 


Strode, Hudson Harcourt, Brace 
SWEDEN: Model for a World $5.00 


Not since Marquis Childs' Sweden The Middle Way and Agnes Rothery's Sweden The 
Land and the People has Sweden found such staunch advocacy, not only of her beauties but 
of the contribution man has made. Strode is inclined to go overboard in his enthusiasms, 
but he has a contagious quality which carries his readers along with him. This is a very 
personal sort of book, with much of his own experiences, sharing his introduction to Swe- 
den, the people he mt, the places he visited, the things he saw and enjoyed. The section 
devoted to Sweden's history will be valuable as reference, for in comparatively brief 
compass, he summarizes that history, and the democracy that grew out of it, he gives one 
more than a smattering of the social aspects, the cooperatives, the humanitarian achieve- 
ments, the progress in the arts, in education, in science. He assesses the labor situa- 
tion, giving his explanation of the reason for Sweden's freedom from labor troubles. 
He shares his impression of the mood and tempo of the Swedish people, and weighs the pros 
and cons of their position as a great neutral nation. The descriptive parts of the book 
bracket the less ebulient factual background thapters, and leave an impression of enthu- 
Siastic acceptance of Sweden, on almost every score. 


October 7 


Greenberg, David B. Van Nostrand 
RAISING GAME BIRDS IN CAPTIVITY $6.50 


Greenberg wrote the practical and successful, So You’re Going to Buy a Farm. 
This handles the project of breeding, raising and selling game birds in as down-to-earth 
& mamner, and provides a handbook for those who would make this either a major or a side 
issue to a rural way of life. He suggests that beginners start with domestic poultry, 
as involving less investment. He then goes on to the selection of stock, artificial incub- 
ation, artificial brooding, hatching, rearing, nutrition and feeding, methods of preventing 
flight, predator control. The last part of the book takes up specific. types of game birds, 
- pheasant, quail, partridges, wild turkeys, aquatic game. Pictures. Plans. Drawings. 


Whitney, Dr. leon F. Van Nostrand 
FEEDING OUR DOGS $3.50 


This is primarily e nutritional study and as such would have more interest for 
the breeder, kennelman and professional dog fancier than for the mere pet-owner, although 
there are facts and figures that would be useful to him too. For Dr. Whitney began his 
experiments in dehydrated food in the ‘30's and has added to his findings with his work 
during the last war and here makes available the results. He blasts some long-held notions, 
particularly on the danger of carbohydrates and fats, he illustrates how feeding can be 
inexpensive as well as scientifically correct, and health-making, and he gives detailed 
reports on the dog's needs as well the value of various food elements. He compares, with- 
out mentioning brand names, the ingredients of commercial products and gives formilae to be 
followed in making up the combination he has found best. A book for study by those more 


than cursorily concerned. 
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October 10 


Neagoe, Peter Coward, McCann 
A TIME TO KEEP $3.00 


The novelist remembers his childhood in “our village” in Transylvania, where 
Roumanian ways and customs made life colorful and characters exciting. For there was his 
father who when “in a passion” made everyone laugh, his mother who had “so many tears", 
his sister whose patronizing ways were constantly irritating,and the whole world of peasant 
lore and history to live with. There are stories, and group memories, there are trips, to 
visit an aunt, to the mountains and the shepherds, there is the hierarchy of village life 
from kindly, wealthy Popa Radu to the little newcomer, Vasile, the lawyer, the wheelwright, 
the priest, the teacher - and always the women with their knowledgable influence. There 
are sayings and ceremonies, holidays and food, scents and smells and vineyards and farms - 
&1l with the flavor of a strange place and warm friendly people. An unassuming memoir 
which has the charm of gentle simplicity. 


de Kruif, Paul Harcourt, Brace 
LIFE AMONG THE DOCTORS $4.75 


A decade of medical advance in terms of some of the doctors who have contributed 
to it, rather than in terms of the scientific discoveries. The interest- as in most of 
de Kruif’s writings, lies largely in the human terms, the anecdotal quality, the stories 
of the battles doctors have made against prejudice and ignorance. Here are a few of the 
men he has chosen:- Dr. Tom Spies and his war against chemical starvation; Dr. Alvin Cob- 
urn and rheumatic fever; Col. 0.C. Wenger and venereal disease; Dr. Herman Kabat and his 
neuro-muscular work; Nurse Regina Kaplan and rheumatoid arthritis; Chicago's health com- 
missioner; Herman Bundesen; “Cy” Young, and his Public Health laboratory in Lansing; Leo 
Loewe and subacute bacterial endocarditis; and- questionable inclusion- the nameless “grand 
old man of cancer”. The final section deals with plans for group medical insurance- and 
Dr. Sidney Garfield and his Permanente Hospital in California. For the layman, this will 
win the usual popular acceptance; while the scientist may feel that some of hia sweeping 
generalities should be challenged. 


October 13 


Lilienthal, David E. Harper 


THIS I DO BELIEVE $2.50 \/ 


An intense, sincere, thoughtful series of logically progressive essays which 
blueprint America’s position today, nationally and internationally, and which chart a 
course for the future. From his years of experience as « public servant he makes clear 
his belief in “the canecity of democracy to surmount any trials that may lie ahead” and 
on this credo he develops the background of the fears that threaten our freedom, the 
necessary relationship of technology and human understanding, the possibility of unity 
in spite of growing specialization, the important usefulness of atomic energy for the 
people and the issues of public services and public utilities. It is a book urging citi- 
zen participation and information, the application of knowledge and experience to expand- 
ing horizons, and a wholesome avowal of belief in his country and fellow men. A book 
which strengthens one’s faith in a great American. 


Peattie, Donald Culross Houghton, Mifflin 
AMERICAN HEARTWOOD $2.50 


* Naturalist, historian, biographer, Donald Peattie brings all three facets of his 
writing into this enchanting bypath of America’s heritage - the trees of America and the 
men in whose lives they were significant. He calls American Heartwooda holiday from his 
major work, the series of regional books devoted to our trees. If this be a sample, I'm 
all for more and bigger holidays! One senses the sweep of our history, as he highlights 
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dramatic scenes,- the Icelanders, first to come and make record of what they saw; Columbus 
end his comrade in adventure, known to history as Peter Martyr; the Spaniards and the sin- 
gularly detailed record Cabeza de Vaca left for future historians,- Coronado, Diaz, De Soto. 
Among the colonists sent out by Raleigh was John White, whose paintings of primitive Ameri- 
can forests bear even today the stamp of authenticity. There was John Smith, intrepid ad- 
venturer, and Pocahontas, whom legend has dealt with kindly. There were those who early 
established the code which is integral in American democracy today,- Roger Williams, who 
paid a high price for the tolerance he preached; Penn- and the woods which became a symbol; 
Zenger- and the freedom of the press- for of what more valiant use can trees be put to 

than to carry honest words to free men. A tribute to his favorite region- the Tidewater 
country, Mt. Vernon, the plantation life of the Colonial era which fostered the great men 
who became our founding fathers - an area characterized by place names and tree names 
significant in our history. Then Valley Forge- victory of the American spirit; the era 

of wooden ships and the Constitution, "Old Ironsides”. He pays homage to the axeman's 
women- builders of wilderness homes. To the symbol of the Santa Fe Trail- and the chal- 
lenge of the treeless plains. And recurrently, the reader shares with the writer the 

sense of security afforded by his own twin oaks, his own hearthside. There's still romance 
in our trees today- in the newly constituted lumber industry, in the forest service, in 

the riches of our National Parks, - but the glamor of the book lies in its looking into a 
past, the molding of traditions in which our trees played thoir part. 


Mies ee ee 


October 14 


Connett, Eugene V.- /d. Van Nostrand 
WILDFOWLING IN THE MISSISSIPPI FLYWAY $12.00 


ages 


From the breeding grounds of Canada to the wintering grounds of the Gulf of Mexi- 
oo, the men who know the story of wildfowling in the Mississippi Valley share their know- 
ledge, their passion, with that very special market of other sportsmen. The plenty of the 
peast- the decline, almost elimination~ sonservation- and the future are here viewed through 
factual records, game lore, personalities, anecdotes of gunning episodes, and- state by 
state- the characteristics, the peculiarities, the attributes are presented by writers who 
are first and last sportsmen. Familiar names in their field. Special. 


Allen, Walter- £d. _ Whittlesey 
THE WRITER ON HIS ART $3.00 


The book falls into two major divisions,- poetry and the novel. Within these, i 
the contributors say their say on their own arts, by definition, by discussion of the ends | 
end uses, the subject matter, the symbolism, the nature of poet or novelist. Style- 
structure- essentials are viewed, sometimos with jaundiced eye. The material spans cen- 
turies of writing, and is drawn from letters, disries, essays- and occesionally from cre- | 
ative works, in which the writer speaks through his characters. An odd kind of anthology, 


for rather special reference. 


October 17 


Nathan, George Jean Knopf 
THEATRE BOOK OF THE YEAR: 1948-49 $4.00 


With an amazing list of writings on the theatre to his credit, this, the seventh 
of his annuals, still provides provocative, stimulating reading. It follows the pattern 
of the others, in starting with May- and going through to May of the subsequent year. 
Nathanesque comments on criticism and critics, on the year’s productions, om interesting 
performances. Often the comment on the individual play turns out to be a small essay on 
some phase of theatre. The book is again a goldmine for those interested in drama. Each 
pley is introduced with list of cast - length of run, etc. 
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Newman, Ernest lf it: 
THE WAGNER OPERAS Knopf 


Newman is the author of the standard four volume biography of Wagner, published 
over the years 1955-1946. In the course of his research, in the publication and availa- 
bility of new source material, he has come across primary data which enables him to see 
Wagner's work as Wagner himself viewed it. And for this reason he is publishing this new 
analysis of the operas, beginning with The Flying Dutchman and going on through Parsifal. 
Enormous erudition ~- profound understanding of the man, his period, the forces operating 
at the time each opera was composed and produced. A book for close students of the scores- 
for listeners who want to share Newman's own determination to get from the operas that 
last ounce of what went into their creation. Special market. 

Shirley, Dame . wl Knopf 

THE SHIRLEY LETTERS $3.50 


The introduction by Carl I. Wheat offers a lively description of Dame Shirley 
and the recent discoveries about her two sets of letters, those in the M@rysville Herald 
of 1851 and the later ones printed in The Pioneer or California Monthly Magazine in 1854 
and 1555, and the importance of her correspondence in picturing the West and the gold 
diggings she kmew. As a reference authority for other writers, as an honest reporter of 
the life around her Dame Shirley has now won her place as a true observer of the early 
days of the gold rush. Never before printed in a popular edition, the letters here will 
have an appeal for those interested in rare Western literary relics and for all others to 
whom personal history of vintage flavor is of interest, for their author has an eye for 
little details to fill in the general flavor, has no shrinking from the rough life at the 
mines, has an ear for the picturesque as well as the every day speech. A specialty for 
special interests. Western Americana Series. Illus. 


Taylor, Bayard hn Knopf 
ELDORADO |"/ | $5.00 


A reissue, edited and introduced by Robert Glass Cleland, of the N.Y. Tribune ’s 
correspondent’s graphic reports, first published in book form in 1850, of his trip to 
California, via the Isthmus, and on the return trip, a long travel period through Mexico. 
In professionally smooth, period elegance, he gives his first impressions of all that was 
new to him, keeps his eyes on not only the camps and mines, but the climate, society, 
politics, history, personalities, gambling, old and new customs, etc., etc., and has his 
fill of adventuring and experiences. Filled with incident and the findings of an alert 
mind, this reads as well today as contemporary travel books. Good Americana. 


Trollope, Mrs. Frances Knopf 
DOMESTIC MANNERS OF THE AMERICANS $5.00 


. Edited and with a history of Mrs. Trollope’s adventure in America, by Donald 
Smalley, and with additions to the first edition, this new edition of one of America’s 
most outspoken visitors will prove of interest to those unacquainted with the peppery 
English lady. For here the account of her three and a half years in the United States is 
preceded by the history which helps to place the attitude of her unbridled remarks, and 
presents her in a more sympathetic light so that the two volumes (now in one) lose their 
effect of being a gratuitous insult. There will be 25 illustrations by Auguste Hervieu 
from the original edition. A nice idea all around. 
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Little, Brown 


Caldwell, John 
DESPERATE VOYAGE $3.50 

* A sea thriller of the first water and salt at that- incredible but good yarning 
and eminently readable. A youth- in May 1946, when shipping across the Pacific was down 
to zero, was determined to rejoin his bride in Australia, and set out from Panama, in a 
sailing cutter, to go the 68,500 mile alone, with his crew of two kittens. A well-written, 
exciting tale, with sustained suspense, which even those to whom sailing terminology is 
Greek will enjoy. Caldwell was a greenhorn; he records the slow learning of his craft, 
his brief training, his mistakes, his final departure. What he didn’t learn then, he } 
learned in the school of experience,- battles with the elements, with sharks, with turtles. ' 
He gave away his kittens to a South Sea island child. The pace quickens with September, 
and the beginning of disaster, becalming, starvation, illness, and at last shipwreck. 
He was cast up on a rocky coast in the Fiji Islands, was found by some children, anc even- 
tually saved by adults in an unspoiled Eden. And of course, he eventually reached Sydney- 
seven months after he started. A whopping yarn- truth stranger than fiction. 


Pasley, Virginia Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
THE CHRISTMAS COOKIE BOOK $3.00, 


1 


Specialized cookbook, but not quite so specialized as the title indicates. For 
though the big old fashioned kitchen- Germany translated to North Chicago- turned out this 
. bewildering number of cookies as the Christmas season approached, gifts for friends and 
family, the average housewife will find many she can use the year round. The introductory 
chapter, with the feel of the kitchen, the odors, the spices, the paraphernalia conveys 
the contagion of the fun of cooking, shared by all the family. The recipes are divided 
into Cookies that keep; Cookies that keep a little while; Cookies in fancy shapes; Cookies 
that wont keep. And- the Christmas season past, cookies that tempt the year round. Com- 
mercial value as a suggestion for home earning-hints on packing, ingredients, tools. 


October 28 


Counts, George S. Houghton, Mifflin 
& Lodge, Nucia P. THE COUNTRY OF THE BLIND $4.00 


An extensive, documented study of Soviet suppression as evidenced through the 
controls laid on literature, drama, music, science, education, through the indoctrination 
of the intellectual class for propaganda at home and abroad. This quotes copiously from 
recent resolutions and newspapers, checks Soviet statements against the actua) articles 
interpreted and shows the perversion of truth that is used to erase any favorable attitude 
toward the West; it uses documents to show how any violations of the Party line are casti- 
gated and how those attacked have publicly crawled back into favor, in speech and in ac- 
tions; it calls for an all-out offensive drive against this attempt at world domination. 

The factual material is preceded by a history of the formulation of the doctrines of re- 
volt and power politics which gives the background of this mobilization for the achievement 
of its aims. A book for the students of power, for the aware citizen today, for the un- 
believer, this will have a wide hearing. 


Smith, Hannah Yustrnbe2 4a Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE $2<75 
es 


* An always appealing and often funny account of the not so happy childhood of the 
daughter of a True Believer preacher, who was firm in his dedication, and equally firm with 
his sometimes wavering, sometimes mutinous daughter. Young Hannah, whose loyalty to the 
sect was fraught many times with embarrassment, who frequently dreamed of being an Episco- 
palian ~ “the exquisite, unattainable Episcopalians” - who was to find her first humiliation 
at school, who wore long black stockings and who knew many years of no adornments and no 
amusements, had moments and moments of misery. This follows her father's itinerary, from 
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Pardue Bible College in Illinois in the '20's, to Arizona where, if there were God's chosen 

people, it was not God's country, to California and finally Denver, where the True Believ- 

ers, one of the noisier faiths, quieted down as they gained in stature and acceptance. And 

at last the True Believer college, where she met Clovis Smith, who was outside the fold 

(he smoked), and whom she was to marry, and where she reconciled these years of chafing at 

the narrow and strait when she found that “God, like Father, at last wore a loving face”. | 

Captivating. ; 
: 
| 


October 18 


Raphaelson, Samson Macmillan / 
THE HUMAN NATURE OF PLAYWRITING $4.00 | 





A most informal approach to and type of instruction in playwriting is recorded by i 
playmaker Raphaelson who was invited to conduct a course, at the School of Journalism in 4 
the University of Illinois in 1948, in creative writing with omphasis on drama. With no 
accepted teaching methods he was allowed to experiment in classroom procedures. With 
his class of thirty, in using human interest material, questions about the personal lives of 
students, in prying loose rather than forcing details of their personal experiences, he 
found basic material for their assignments, etc. Through his own personal reminiscences 
in theater and adventures in living, through the olass and their contributions of their 
own subconscious memories and feelings and actual biographical incidents you see the fashion-— 
ining of stories, plays and absorbed group discussion. It makes a book of interest for 
Classroom study, for writing and drama courses in its offering of a personal angle in } 
matters theatrical. : 




























Warren, Sidney | Macmillan | 
FARTHEST FRONTIER | /| | $4.50 

In the assembly line production of state histories, this story of the founding 
and development of the state of Oregon is exceptional. Dignified in tone, yet thrilling 
in its franimess, accepting as part of the story the lusty, bawdy, racy past of Oregon's 
early cities, notably Seattle. Nor does it dodge the blame for the lamentable story of 
the Indians, their exploitation, their decimation, the often ill-directed efforts of the 
early missionaries. After the historical and geographical review and the story of the 
Indians, the book turns to the adventures of white settlers, as the social fabric took 
form and the cities shaped themselves. Twice the young western giant was rescured from 
disappearing from the Union, as power politics were injected. In 1955, the Pacific 
Republic was ea dream of Southern Democrats, slavery an explosive issue. As late as the 
80's, terror rode the ranges, outlaws were legion. The pictures of the early society 
are almost inoredible, and the book is livened with old ballads and poems of the period. 
Specific chapters are dévoted to education, science, the arts, the theatre, and the 
press (this one of the best in the book). Readable-entertaining-highly informative. 


October 19 


Van De Water, Frederic F. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
IN DEFENSE OF WORMS $2.50 


Essays on the healing art of fishing as against the artificial, high cockslorum 
procedures of the snobbish angler, these are good tempered, highly individual pronounce- 
ments of beliefs fashioned over years of the sport. From the relationship of fishing to | 
a feeling for religion, he goes on to the unimportance of the catch as contrasted to the 1 
moments of happiness that fishing provides, to the heresy against flies and casting in j 
favor of a return to using worms (fish like them so why not use them?), to the antio 


Se ee 


fraternity instead of the rigid protocol of the autocratic stickler, problems of con- 
servation, and fishing tales of local and faraway waters. He has some points to make 
of serious import, but the whole offers a mellow blend for the brotherhood. 










Se 


oo eecamaray FE 


-~ = 





August 15, 1949 Non-fiction -458~ 
October 19 
Simkhovitch, Mary K. Harper j 
HERE IS GOD'S PIENTY $2.50 i 


With the acclaim and respect of her work in social service behind her, the re- 
tired head of Greenwich House, N.Y.C., writes of the many interests in her career, of the : 
roots of her activities, and of the full years she has known. There are memories of her 
parents and school, a European interlude, and graduate studies and the early days of her 
work with the College Settlement,on Rivington Street, in 1898,-all of which contributed 
to her vital part in low rental housing, the problems of recreation and work in the arts, 
the questions of welfare and community organization. Her recall is mellow and gracious { 
in tone reflecting much of the personality so many have known; her backward look balances 4 
well the personal with the professional aspects of her life. A book for backgrounding in 4 
settlement: work,for a perspective on the vital questions of the recent past and their in- 


portance in the future. i 





Stevenson, Burton- Fd. Harper 
THE HOME BOOK OF BIBIZ QUOTATIONS $7.00 


An announcement - another volume in the valuable series of "Home Books" ably 


edited by Burton Stevenson. Alphabetically arranged, with cross indexing indicated: 
throughout under individual headings. Sure to be a standard reference tool. 


pee ee Z 


October 20 


Estorick, Eric John Day 
STAFFORD CRIPPS | $5.00 


An excellent, though openly prejudiced (in his favor) biography of the leader of 
England's austerity movement, intellectual head of the Labour government. The writer takes 
one cursorily through the background and youth, concentrating on the last 20 years. Cripps 
is presented as a thorough Christian, with profound faith in the ultimate strength of the 
worker. Sir Stafford was in and out of the labour Party and gained renown as a lawyer of ! 
exceptional ability. During the war years, the government utilized him as trained negotia- 
tor in Moscow, then in India, finally as head of aircraft production, and at the war's close 
he stepped into a key position in the new government. Iong an advocate of friendship with 
the Soviet, Sir Stafford’s theories of state Socialism have probably stemmed the tide of 
Commnism in England today. A book that throws a good deal of light on England now. 


Aldington, Richard Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE STRANGE LIFE OF CHARLES WATERTON | $3.00 


Waterton emerges from this biography as a conglomeration of an Ivan Sanderson 
and a Will Beebe of today's naturalists- a von Humboldt- a Cook - a Darwin of the past, 
with just a touch of Baron Munchaugen to make him a better spinner of tales. Certainly 
a pioneer among traveling English naturalists, his achievements have perhaps stood the 
test of time and memory less well than his eccentricities. The famous Peale portrait is | 
known to many who know nothing of the man. A Roman Catholic in the early 19th century | 
when to be a Catholic meant a certain degree of ostracism politically and socially, Water- 
ton was educated by priests, and carried his Catholicism as a strangely contradictory 
banner throughout his life. It was the cause often of his quarrels with authority- and 
indirectly the reason for some of his eccentricities. The main part of this biography, 
however, follows his journeyings, his jungle adventures in the Guianas, in other parts 
‘of South America and the Caribbean islands: his definite contributions to knowledge of the 
action of snake poisons, of quinine, of curare and other drugs; his advanced theories 
(and practices) in taxidermy; his experiences as a naturalist and the records he contri- 
buted to science, often not substantiated until years later. His adventures always seemed 
to have the exaggerations of his own eccentricities and make odd reading. No wonder he 
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was challenged and doubted in his lifetime. 
Autobiography, Essays and Wanderings in South America, and in his Yorkshire crony's inti- 
mate record- Dr. Hobson's Charles Waterton, His Home, Habits and Handiwork. this unique 
biography will bring him into public mind once again, though interest in it will perhaps 
be largely directed to those who enjoy naturalists’ stories and curious tales. 


October 20 


Hirsch, Richard Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
CRIMES THAT SHOOK THE WORLD $2.75 


A rather routine re-telling of nine acts of violence which precipitated inter- 
national repercussions, this covers known but perhaps forgotten incidents. Among them 
are the murder of Gandhi; the London imprisonment of Sun Yat-Sen at the Chinese Legation; 
the assassination of Alexander, the last of the Romanovs, of Dollfus, of Matteotti; the 
execution of Czar Nicholas; the macabre murder of Rasputin; the shot at Sarajevo; the 
career of Marguerite Zelle, Mata Hari, courtesan and agent; and the recent headliner, 
Mrs. Kasekina, the schoolteacher who escaped Soviet tyranny....The incendiary values 
here are more inherent in the material than in the handling. 


Caen, Herb Doubleday 
BAGHDAD- BY- THE- BAY $300" 
ww! 


It would take a real San Francisco enthusiast (their name is legion) to accept 
this book at face value, for here is no thoughtfully conceived and organized portrait of 
@ city, but what reads like a notebook of a correspondent'’s jottings, or a scissors and 
paste job done by a coiumnist, out of his own columns. The charm is there- for all who 
have felt it- there are flash notes that help recapture it, down to its sounds and smells, 
as well as its ever-changing beauty. Personalities- seasons- landmarks- moods- seasons 
of the year- eating places- San Francisco past and present- the foreign quarters - the 
little stores- nights in San Francisco- many worlds in one- a potpourri of the city. 


Maugham, W. Somerset Doubleday 
A WRITER'S NOTEBOOK $4.00 
Ltd. -$15.00 
Here- for the student in a writing course, or the young aspirant to writing 
fame, is the kind of notebook to keep. Maugham has gone back almost fifty years- and 
from his notebooks, selected a wide range of extracts:- maxims and epigrams, expansion 
of character, outlines of ideas for stories, incidents that might make stories, anecdotes. 
There are occasional comments on the passing scenes- on world events- on things and people 
seen, on success- briefly noted- on coming to America- on war. Now and again, a footnote 
identifies an item es source of a story later (The Colonel's Lady-Rain- Before the Party 
are examples). His travel notes in the Pacific were quite evidently very productive over 
@ number of years. A market hard to identify- but chiefly aspiring writers, and those who 
want a more intimate picture of a writer's preparation. — 


October 21 


Quennell, Peter 7 Viking 
JOHN RUSKIN $3.75 


One of two Pre-Raphaelite biographies to appear at this time, the Marya 
Zaturenska Christine Rossetti is reviewed below, seems to pose the question whether there 
is to be a revival ot interest in that somewhat maligned period. The Peter Quennell 


\ volume is by far the more skillful piece of writing. In fact Quennell has now acquired 


such mastery of technique in biographical writing that content and interpretation almost 


A long life- recorded in the too little kmown 
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escape under the smoothness and readability of his sentences. Although he calls his work 
the “portrait of a prophet", it is not Ruskin's truly great role as an interpreter of 
architecture that is stressed. Rather he seems endlessly taken up by the queer aberrations 
of Ruskin's sex-life; his unconsummated marriage to his first wife and his hopeless love 
for a child in his middle age- all fair enough material for a popular book. The author 
weaves skillfully enough into this personal life the strands of work, friendships and 
influences; but he completely passes up a very real opportunity for appraising Ruskin in 
the light of present day trends in art and architecture. 


October 21 


Whittlesey House ilk 


Webster, Polly 
HOW TO MAKE MONEY AT HOME $2.95 3 
This differs from Julietta K. Arthur's How To Make A Home Business Pay (Pren- 
tice-Hall, P. 415), which will appear a month earlier, in that where it consisted of sub- 
stantial technical (legal, financial, etc., etc.) advice on home businesses, with analyses 
of a few actual enterprises, this one concentrates almost entirely on the many possibili- 
ties in this field. With more than a hundred examples of individual, ingenious products 
and services, some of which have become national staples (diaper services for example), 
you may get an idea of some commodity you could offer - foods, handicrafts, needlecrafts, 
writing, painting, catering, animal breeding, etc., etc. A lot of idea value here and the 


bibliography provides some of the mechanics. 


October 24 


Wm. Sloane 


Miller, Perry 
JONATHAN EDWARDS $3.50 

This is in a wholly different category from its predecessors in the American 
Men of Letters geries. Where the others have been urbane, scholarly but delightful bio- 
graphies, this is definitely not for the general reader. It is deep delving into the 
drama of ideas behind Edwards’ works, rarely understood by modern theologians, and of interest 
only to professionals, students of theology, and some scholarly researchers into colonial 
America. This is a technical and highly intellectual criticism of Edwards’ writings and 
lectures. lengthy explanations and impressions are offered on the study of Iocke and New- 
ton which inspired his first Boston lecture, and launched him on a lifetime of preaching. 
He changed from the cold theoretician to the fiery Puritan, who reached the height of his 
career in 1947 when his hell fire sermons held sway. Biographical facts with little human 
interest are outlined in four dull sections labelled External Biography. But the author 
has succeeded in keeping pace with Edward's philosophical development, and any student 
sufficiently interested in going along, will have to penetrate technical language of both 
Edwards and his biographer to understand the book....Perhaps Edwards defies popular treat- 
ment, as the Ola Winslow biography in 1940 was reported as “ponderous going, painting Ed- 
wards as a cold, self-disciplined, literal New Englander...For a limited and special 


audience." 


October 25 
Emmens, Lieut. Col. Robert G. Macmillan 
GUESTS OF THE KREMLIN $3.50 


This is the personal story of some of Doolittle's fliers who came down near 
Visdivostok for lack of gas- and were interned for over a year. A candid recital of their 
@ > waventures and misadventures challenges the whole Commmist system in its record of daily 
| life. The Russians intimated they were given their best, but what is best in a land of 
unspeakable sanitary conditions, citizens in rags, starvation everywhere. They saw the 
Soviet system hidden from most eyes. Siberian cold added to their discomfort as they 
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neared the end. Finally in a weird letter to Stalin, they asked to be moved South and 
were taken to warm Ashkabad near the Persian border and from there they escaped. A fine 
tale, authentic, honest -if a bit naive- well-written. You won't forget the characters 
in a hurry. Nor will you forget the odoriferous details of their experience. It leaves 
an end impression of as good an anti-commmist book as any we have seen. 






































4 October-25 /// | 


Zaturenska, Marya | Macmillan 
CHRISTINA ROSSETTI: A Portrait with Background $4.00 


By @ poet in her own right, (Marya Zaturenska won the Pulitzer Prize in 1938), 
: this is a warm and sympathetic approach to a colorful subject- but one which is marred by 
| an exceedingly poor and sloppy style and a weak organization of her material. With all of 
her knowledge of the period and the starry names in the circle of Christina's friends, the 
biography still flickers like a faltering light. The author does manage to interest one 
in her subject, often by the long and beautiful quotations from the poems of surely one of 
the greatest English women poetesses. But she always fails in critical illumination, and 
falls victim herself to the fatal pre-raphaelite fault of nebulousness. Sharpest is the 
portrait of Christina herself, her austere Anglican and romantic Italian heritage which 
merged in a stream strangely rich and at the same time strangely self-amnihilating. But 
on the whole the interpretation never reaches the structural completeness her subject 





demands . 

October 26 

| Boehm, Eric H. Yale 

WE SURVIVED $3.75 

| ‘® Sub-titled "The Stories of Fourteen of the Hidden and the Hunted of Nazi Germany”, 


these accounts include not only victims but also political, moral or religious opponents 
of this regime and provide a substantial amount of tension as well as the expected tragedy 
of lives of evasion and within concentration camps. There was the novelist-playwright who 
was harbored and hidden for two years by a younger Gentile friend; Herbert Kosner, one of 
the July conspiracy against Hitler; Erich Hopp and his family who avoided arrest and became 
"illegals"; the crippled Polish tailor whose son was taken; the Countess who had an under- 
ground railway for Jews; a Protestant clergyman and the great spiritual leader of German 
Judaism, Ieo Baeck, whose name is now universally revered....The narratives here hold an 
intensely dramatic as well as documentary value but the reading public, for this type of 
material, has never been overly receptive. 


October 27 


Kenney, Gen. George C. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
GENERAL KENNEY REPORTS $4.00 


Kenney took over the allied air forces under MacArthur in July 1942 when 

U. S. air power was virtually non-existent in the Far East, and the Japanese tide was 

sweeping towards Australia. He directed that growth of air power until it swept the en- 

emy from the sky and made its contribution to the advances of our land and sea forces. 

He gives a detailed account of the operations from Australia, through New Guinea, into 

the Philippines, on to the fields of Japan. As he explains the campaigns from the air- 

man's viewpoint, he demonstrates great human qualities in relation to the boys under 

his commend. The techniques of skip bombing of shipping, bombing by parachute, low level 
@: strafing, and supply of ground forces are explained fully. A fitting postscript to 

General Arnold's book, from a more personal and perhaps more limited viewpoint. 
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October 28 


Smith, H. Allen Doubleday 
WE WENT THATAWAY $2.75 


This is the go-west-young-man odyssey of the popular humorist which should satis- 
fy his audience with its quota of snarls and antic yarns. For Smith, after being persuaded 
that Tallulah Bankhead would NOT be the best traveling companion, compromises on his wife 
for that position, and his account of his trip through the Great Lakes, Sauk Centre, the 
Bad Lands and Black Hills, Santa Fe, Tucson and assorted stops in Texas and Oklahoma is 
studded with marital cross purposes as well as the trivia of travel. For the man is a col- 
lector - of people, of incidents, of stories, of peculiar characters and unexpected humor. 
His haphazard wanderings are told in a sort of motley English (a stock broker becomes a 
man who breaks stocks) and there is everything worked into them - thermostats, weddings, 
telephone whiskey, antelope hunting for a sample- so that his book has a sometimes ribald, 
sometimes acid touch. Not a guide that will get you anywhere, but it's fun in the going. 


One Late Arrival 
Kocher & Dearstyne Colonial Williamsburg 
COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG: Its Buildings & Gardens $2.75 


We are including this despite its late arrival, because it seems to fill a real 
need for a book that combines history, description, photographs- and a sense of being 
brought in on the know of how the Williamsburg restoration was achieved. The text records 
the adventure of the restoration, the use of old records and documents and plans,the choice 
of mterials, the decisions as to what should be restored, and its role to present to to- 
day's Americans the facsimile of one almost perfect phase of that part of colonial America 
which was the cradle of liberty. A fine piece of bookmaking which serves its purpose both 
as guidebook and pleasant recall. (Published) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN PRICES, DATES and TITLES 
Important Note 


We started last issue a new procedure in listing these corrections, in the hopes that it 
would facilitate your transfer of this information to the pages where the changes should 
be recorded. With this issue, we are including publishers! names. We should appreciate 
your comments~ pro or con. After all, our aim is to make the Service your tool. 


Page: 


310 Myers, N.K. - SILVERLOCK - from $3.50 to $3.00 (Dutton) . 
319 Arnold, E. - DEEP IN MY HEART - from 8/25 to 9/22 (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
332 Spong, R. - SEE IF HE WINS - postponed indefinitely (William Sloane) 
349 Thomas, H. - SCIENCE SUBJECTS MADE EASY - from 9/1 to 9/22 (Doubleday) 
353 Fisher, M.F.K. - AN ALPHABET FOR GOURMETS - from 9/12 to a (Viking) 
362 Brier, H.M. - BACKBOARD MAGIC - correct title (Random - (J)) 
368 Green, H. - LOVING - from 9/9 to 10/6 (Viking) 
372 Cook, F. - THE LONG BRIDGE - from $3.00 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 
381 Marek, G. - THE GOOD HOUSEKEEPING GUIDE TO MUSICAL ENJOYMENT - correct title. 
From 9/15 to 9/29 (Rinehart) 
396 Knight, R.A. - IT MIGHT BE YOU - from 9/1 to 9/15 (Doubleday - (J)) 
403 O'Neal, C. - THE THREE WISHES OF JAMIE MCRUIN - from $3.00 to $2.75 (Messner) 
404 Mcfarlane, J. - A FAMILY MATTER - definite date 9/12 (Scribner) 
Wheelwright, J. - THE WOLFSHEAD - definite date 9/12 (Scribner) 
406 Kolsmann, Luli - COME TAKE MY HAND - correct author’s name (Duell,Sloan & Pearce) 
~ WHAT'S BEHIND A FINANCIAL STATEMENT - from 8/24 to 9/22 (Doubleday) 


a 412 Rankin, R.G. 
Whitlock & Ehrmann - THE STORY OF JADE - from 8/22 to 9/8 (Sheridan House) 


414 Fishbein, M. - YOUR WEIGHT & HOW TO CONTROL IT @ from $3.50 to $2.95 (Doubleday) | 


416 Wellman, M.W. - GIANT IN GREY - from 9/2? to 10/2? (Scribner) CF 


42) Banta, R.H. - THE OHIO - note correct author's name (Rinehart) 
422 Smith, I.R.T. - “DEAR MR. PRESIDENT” from $4.00 to $3.00 (Messner) 
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